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India forms a New G-11 on NAMA at HK meeting 

Ar un Goy al  

The t alk s ar e endl ess , ever ybody i s r epeat i ng th eir po s it i ons here . The 

dele gati ons ho l d t hei r card s cl ose t o t hei r ches t unti l t he l as t t wo or 

t hre e day s of the me et in g, t here is  a ris k th at w hen t hey fi nal l y 

r eve al t hei r posit i ons , t her e w i ll no t be en ough ti me l ef t t o re ach a  

deal . In dia has pul l ed new on e, t his i s a new gat her in g ca l le d G-1 1 

whic h is on l y f or NAMA. The member s of NA MA G-1 1 ar e d r own f r om G-2 0, 

onl y China , Ni ger ia, Me x ic o and Paki s ta n ar e not i n t he new gr oupi ng. 

Some o f th ese a l re ady h ave l ow t ari f fs o r ar e not i nt ere s ted i n 

anta goni z in g t he G- 7 an y f urt her . The new fo r mul at i on is an in t er est i ng 

gr ouping t o ha ndl e tr ade n egot iat i ons and p us h th e c ase fu r th er. 

However, th e f utu r e f or G-1 1 i s not all th at r osy si nce l ow t ar i ff s ar e 

t he o r der of th e day i n most par t s of t he worl d. The pro ble m i s wi t h 

t he s ens i tiv e goods cov eri ng a  r el ativ ely smal l p art of t he t ari f f 

l i nes .  

The prot est ors ar e st i ll on  t he str eet s , get t ing t heir br eat h back fo r 

t he marc hes to war ds t he end of the me eti ng.  

Differences widen in Services negotiations: Gi ve n the sta l emate i n 

NAMA, th ere is a  f ear th at t he Ser v ice s negot ia t ion s may be r e-o pened 

and t he d r af t te x t may r epr esen t , a t bes t, th e mi ddl e gr ound. I ndi a 

whic h is bu l li sh o n mode 1  ( c ro ss bord er supply ) and mode 4  ( movement 

of nat ur al pers ons ) and w oul d li ke t o p r es erv e th e annex . EU, on t he 

ot her hand, has i ndi cat ed i n bi l at era l s t hat i t w ant s to r ai se t he 

l eve l of am bi t io n in th e dr aft . It is  hig hli ght i ng t hose p art s where 

i nte r est ed countr i es can come t ogeth er and co ncl ude se par ate ag r eement s 

on th e li nes of t he I T Agr eement whi ch i s s i gne d by onl y 5 3 or so 

count rie s but h as t he f orc e of WTO aut hor it y . T he U S, f or i ts  part , 

al so suppor t s b eef i ng up  t he annex by i ncl udi ng a  model sch edul e f or 

serv i ces co mmi t ments.  

I ndi an NGOs ha ve co me ou t s tr ongl y ag ain s t th e E U pr oposal f or 

benc hmark in g and pl uri l at eral ap proa ch t o t he n egot i at i ons . A j oi nt 

s t at ement of 17 N GOs i nc l udi ng Swadesh i Ja gra n Manch and Bhar ati ya 

Ki sa n Uni on wa s i ssue d condemni ng t he mo ve a nd call in g upon th e I ndi an 
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gove r nment t o oppose t he EU mo ve. FIC CI t oo has sai d someth i ng si mil ar 

but is f or c orpo r at e pre sence of FDI i n I ndi a un der m ode 4 a s 

cont r act ual  serv i ce p r ov i der s an d in dependent p r of ess i onals. I t i s 

agai nst mode 3 l ib eral i za t io n whi ch cal l s f or commer c ial pr ese nce i n 

t he f ore i gn co unt r y.  

Br az i l, whi ch does no t have a bi g popu l at i on an d is no t s t ro ng i n t he 

serv i ces sec t or w oul d d ro p the ser v ice s  par t f r om t he H ong K ong 

decl arat i on an d ta ke i t up a  la t er day af t er th e is sue of ag r icu l tu r e 

subs i die s i s has gone al ong wi t h I ndi a. Th e smal l er co unt r ie s i n t he 90 

member s t ro ng ACP (  Af ri ca, Ca r ibb ean an d Pac if i c) whi ch ha ve a st ro ng 

serv i ces sec t or i n t he to uri sm in dus t ry are g oin g al ong w i th EU. 

Mala ysia , t he one tim e r adi cal in th e days of Mh ath i r Mohammed has le f t 

t he r ank s of t he G20 and is no w wi t h t he ACP on se r vi ces.  

India Calls for TRIPS-CBD Negotiations: I ndi an C ommerc e Mi nis t er Kam al 

Nath on  Wednesda y call ed f or negoti atio ns on t he r el ati ons hip bet ween 

t he T RIP S Agr eement and t he C onv ent i on on Biol ogi cal Div ers i ty to  be 

l aunched i n Hong K ong. I n a b i d t o cur b b io pira cy an d t he 

mi sa ppro pri ati on of t r adi ti onal kn owl edge fo r commerc i al ga i n, a  dr aft 

para for in c lu s io n in th e mi ni s ter i al de c lar ati on h as be en pre par ed by 

t he I ndi an del egat i on. I n th e abse nce of appr opr iat e l obby befor e t he 

meet i ng, it is unl i ke l y t hat th e member s wil l i nclu de I ndi a' s par a i n 

t he d ecl ara t ion at  t hi s st age. In dia has  call ed f or nego t ia t io ns o n 

mandator y di scl osu r e r equ i re ment s, as well as  pri or i nfo r med co nse nt 

and bene f it-s har i ng.  

Cotton: Ther e is  no US commit ment to  an ' ear l y h arv est' on  cot t on. 

I nst ead of pro mis i ng a r api d subs i dy ph ase-o ut, US Tr ade Re pre sent at i ve 

Rober t P ort man sa i d t hat 11 re cent st udi es h ad shown t hat even a  t ot al 

r emoval of t he sub s id i es wou l d r es ult i n onl y a 2 -1 2 perce nt i nc r ease 

i n t he w orl d cott on p r ic e, wit h a 2- 3 pe r cen t r ange bein g more li kel y . 

The A f ri can coun t ri es d eci ded i n a n emergen cy s ess i on t o r aise th e 

debat e fr om t he t ech nica l to t he pol i ti cal l eve l . A f te r the WTO' s 

adve r se r uli ng o n US cot t on subs id i es, the y said, the lin k bet ween 

subs i die s and glo bal mar ket pr i ces wa s unden i abl e. There is of co urs e, 

no move t o wre ck t he meet in g on the li nes of Can cun.  

Bananas: Hondur as  , Col ombi a a nd E cuad or atta cke d th e EUR 176/t onne 

t ari f f a dopt ed by E U member s t ate s on 25 Nov ember. The thr ee want a  

solu t ion mu s t b e fo und in  Hong Kong. Many fe el t he Hong Kong b anana 



f i ght wi l l pro ve j ust as bi tt er a s t he one fou r year s ago i n Doha. The 

EU set t he new ta r iff – a f ar cry fr om t he EU R 75/t onne l eve l sought by 

Lati n A mer ic an ba nana pro duce r s – th e WTO arb i tra t io n pan el ha d 

condemned t he l at est pro pos al of E UR 187/ ton ne.  

The EU ' s ba nana i mport r egi me a l mos t sa nk th e WTO' s Mi nis t er i al 

Conf eren ce i n D oha in  2001. A wai ve r was gi ve n to th e EU in or der t o 

cont i nue ex t endin g dut y-fr ee ac cess t o banana export s f r om th e Af ri can, 

Cari bbea n a nd P aci f ic (A CP) c ount rie s o n th e l as t d ay of t he 

conf eren ce, on  condi tio n t hat t he EU  r epl ac e it s quota-  and l ic enc e-

base d im por t re gim e by a negot i at ed t ari f f-o nly r egi me on 1  Ja nuar y 

2006 at  t he la t es t .  

Duty-free Quota-free Market Access for LDCs: US WTO Ambassad or Pet er 

Al lg eier  says tha t t his m ust be i mpl ement ed al ong wi t h t he ov era l l Doha 

Round packa ge. In dia and Br azi l , i n cont ras t , s tre ss ed t hat t hey we r e 

r eady to do so be f ore th e conc l us i on of th e r ound. Kamal Nat h says th at 

he wi ll announce an a mbi t io us and l ib era l packa ge f or Af r ic a very so on 

and t his wi l l be mu ch b efo r e t he conc lu s io n of th e Doha r ound. (I ndia  

can a f fo r d t o l i ber al with th e LDC si nce the y canno t expor t much t o 

I ndi a ev en w i th zero du t y. Stri c t r ule s of ori gin wil l ensur e th at 

goods of th i rd co untr y or ig i n do n ot ent er I ndi a under t he LDC la bel .) 

The U S has been put ti ng b i lat era l pr ess ure o n LDC negot i ato r s a nd 

capi t als t o ac cept t he p ote nti al ex c lu s ion of so me pr oduc ts a nd 

count rie s f r om dut y -  and quot a-f r ee acc ess . One L DC sour ce not ed t hat 

carv i ng out jus t one p erc ent of t ar i ff l in es w oul d be enough t o ke ep 

Bangl ade shi te x ti l es out s id e a du t y-  and qu ota-f r ee sc heme i n t he US. A 

seni or L DC gov ern ment of f ic i al su ggeste d t hat an y mark et acc ess pa ckage 

f or LDCs th at did not in c lud e al l coun t ri es and all pr oduc ts wou l d be 

unac cept abl e.  

Textiles:  On t ext i le s , t he EU on We dnesday r epeate d i t s cal l f or a NAMA 

sect oral i nit i ati ve to l i ber ali se tex t il es an d c l ot hin g t r ade, 

suggesti ng t hat al l c ount ri es l ower t hei r ta r if f s i n t hi s sect or t o as 

c l os e to z ero as p ossi ble . The US i s r eluc t ant to f ul l y op en i ts 

t ext i les ma r ke t s t o L DC exp ort s what t o spea k of al lo win g pl ur i la t er al 

t r ade appro ach in tex t il es.  

Agriculture Meeting: There i s no pr ogr ess i n agri cul t ur e as of now. Th e 

members are not sh owi ng t hei r ca r ds . Food aid i s t he sub j ec t of much 



di sc ussi on wit h th e Afr i ca n Group – many of w hose member s ar e ai d 

r eci pien t s –  i ndi cat i ng t hat i n-k i nd ai d was acc ept abl e i n emer gencie s. 

I n si t uat io ns w her e fo od i s av ail abl e in t he reg i on, th ey sugg est ed 

t hat a  mult i la t era l mech ani sm s uch as  t he Wor ld Foo d Pr ogr amme, cou l d 

be us ed to ens ure t hat aid i n c ash f orm i s u sed t o g et th e bes t 

poss i ble de al.  
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